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A meeting of the Class Rules Sub-Committee of the International Sailing 
Federation was held at 0930 - 1800 Hours on 4 November 2007 at the Palacio 
Estoril, Estoril, Portugal  
 
Please refer to the ISAF website, www.sailing.org for the details of the submissions and 
supporting papers on this agenda. 

 
1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 1 
2. ISAF RegulationS 1 
3. Equipment Rules, Racing Rules and 

Standard Class Rules 2 
4. In-House Certification 2 
5. Class Rule Changes Approved During 

The Year 2 

6. Class rule change procedure 2 
7. Class Rules Of New Classes Appplying 

For ISAF Status 4 
8. Strategic plan 6 
9. Class Rules Changes 6 

Present: 
 

 

Georg Tallberg (Chairman) Bill Abbott (Vice-Chairman) 

Günter Ahlers (Special Regulations Rep.)  David Antoncic 

David Brookes (Classes Rep.) Olivier Bovyn 

Ali Hulki Oruz (part of meeting) Antonio Cardona Espin  

Jan Dejmo (Equipment Control Rep) Michael Grandfield 

Henry Samuel Fred Kats 

Ana Sanchez Del Campo Ferrer(Racing Rules Rep.) Marco Predieri  

Jason Smithwick  

  

Apologies  

Peter Vowles Paddy Boyd (Offshore Rep.) 

Rich Jeffries   

 
Please refer to the ISAF Council minutes of 9 - 10 November 2007 for the final Council 
decision on all recommendations and opinions contained within these minutes (other than 
class rule changes). For class rules submission the class rules sub-committee is the ruling 
committee on behalf of Council except in the cases of appeals. 
 

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

(a) Minutes 

The minutes of the Class Rules Sub-Committee meeting on the 5
th

 November 
2006 were noted and there were no matters arising not otherwise covered on 
the agenda.   

2. ISAF REGULATIONS  

(a) ISAF Regulations – New Definition – Boat and Class  - Submission 055-07 

Submission 055-07 was noted from the Chairman of the Constitution 
Committee regarding a new definition of boat and class.  The use of ‘sailboard’ 
and ‘windsurfer’ was questioned, in general it was felt the Regulations should 
use the same terms as the ERS.  On a proposal by Georg Tallberg, seconded 
by Olivier Bovyn the submission was approved.    
Recommendation to the Equipment Committee: Approve  
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(b) Notices and Submissions Regulation 1.5.1 – Submission 056-07 

Submission 056-07 was noted from the Chairman of the Racing Rules 
Committee regarding notices and submissions.  
Recommendation to the Equipment Committee: Approve 

(c) Class Rules of ISAF and National Classes - Submission 065-07 

Submission 065-07 was noted from the Chairman of the Racing Rules 
Committee regarding class rules of ISAF and National Classes.  Bill Abbott 
noted that the submission did not give any indication where the championship 
rules should be put.  Gunter Ahlers noted that the Dragon Championship Rules 
were separate from the Class Rules. Henri Samuel felt that the distinction 
should be that championship rules would not be involved in a protest. Michael 
Grandfield explained that the Tornado Class have championship conditions 
regarding wind limits and time limits regarding abandoning racing and that that 
these would be left in limbo with no authority.  Bill Abbott noted that 
Championship Rules would only apply at class events.  Ana Sanchez felt the 
essential issue was for competitors to be clear what the rules are.  Michael 
Grandfield felt that some event organisers at ISAF Grade 1 events did not 
follow acceptable standards. On a proposal by Bill Abbott, and a vote of 10 in 
favour and 4 against the submission was approved.          
Recommendation to the Equipment Committee: Approve.  However, the 
solution as to where to place Championship Rules should be better defined. 

(d) Regulation 26.10 - Class Rules changes - Submission 066-07 

Submission 066-07 was noted from the Chairman of the ISAF Classes 
Committee regarding Regulation 26.10 - class rule changes.  Michael 
Grandfield considered that 26.10 was not the correct place for what were really 
proposed Terms of Reference for the Class Rules Sub-Committee. Bill Abbott 
felt that the proposal hinders more than it helps. David Brookes felt there was 
concern sometimes at the speed of response. Georg Tallberg felt that if this 
proposed submission framework was followed the reasons for rejecting a class 
rule proposal would have to be significantly expanded. On a proposal by Jan 
Dejmo the submission was rejected (one vote in favour).   
Recommendation to the Equipment Committee: Reject  

(e) ISAF Regulations – Definitions – Class Rules – Submission 067-07 

Submission 067-07 was noted from the Chairman of the Racing Rules 
Committee regarding class rules definition in ISAF Regulations. 
Recommendation to the Equipment Committee: Approve 

3. EQUIPMENT RULES, RACING RULES AND STANDARD CLASS RULES 

(a) ERS – Submission 062-07 

 Submission 062-07 was noted from the Chairman of the Equipment 
Committee regarding general amendments to the ERS.   Jan Dejmo 
explained that the amendments were principally expanding the spar section 
and the definition of sails.  However after circulation and comment the 
definitions of sails set in front of the mast was withdrawn. The term ‘una rig’ 
was questioned but the consensus was that it should remain. Henri Samuel 
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highlighted that the length of the boat was an important factor in the ISAF 
Regulations and that the regulations and should ERS be harmonised. In 
response to a question from Bill Abbott regarding what effect the revised 
ERS would have on existing class rules, Jan Dejmo replied that only the 
measurement of gennakers would be affected. On a proposal by Bill Abbott 
the submission was approved with 1 against. 
Recommendation to the Equipment Committee: Approve.  There are 
amendments still to be made and this submission is accepted based on the 
on going work of the Equipment Control Sub-Committee. 
 

(b) ERS 3.1 – Definition of Class Rules – Submission 063-07 

Submission 063-07 was noted from the Chairman of Racing Rules 
Committee regarding ERS definition of class rule.  On a proposal by Georg 
Tallberg the submission was rejected in favour of the wording of C.2.1 in 
submission 062-07.  
Recommendation to the Equipment Committee: Reject.  The mentioning 
of RRS 86.1(c) should be included in submission 062-07.   

(c) RRS 41 – Submission 203-07 

Submission 203-07 was noted from the Chairman of the Race Officials 
Committee regarding RRS 41 – Outside Help.  
There was a discussion on the benefits to race officers communicating with 
competitors via VHF radio, incidents of rescue thanks to raising the alarm by 
mobile phone and the development of tracking devices.  Some had the view 
that the current RRS 41 was adequate. 
On a proposal by Bill Abbott and a vote of 11 in favour, 2 against and 1 
abstention the submission was approved.  
Recommendation to the Equipment Committee: Approve with the 
following amendment:  the term “mobile phones” be expanded to 
include all electronic devices.  

4. IN-HOUSE CERTIFICATION 

Rob Taylor gave a verbal report on the In-House Certification program, where 
it was noted that progress with the scheme had been slow during 2007 
although there were several new sail lofts in the ITA, USA and GBR now 
interested in undertaking the scheme and this would be followed up.  
www.sailing.org/ihc.  Georg Tallberg felt that the requirements for sail lofts 
should be reviewed to encourage take–up of the scheme.   

5. CLASS RULE CHANGES APPROVED DURING THE YEAR 

The statistics of the Class Rule changes approved since the last meeting were 
reviewed.  Jason Smithwick noted that the present system of posting rule 
changes on the ISAF website does not actively inform MNAs who maybe the 
certifying authority that a change has been made.    

6. CLASS RULE CHANGE PROCEDURE 

(a) Electronic Forum 

It was noted that the electronic forum had been established after the last 
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meeting as a means of managing the rolling agenda of class rule changes.  A 
draft document was received which set down the class rule change procedure 
including guidelines to class administrators and operating procedure for 
CRSC. David Brookes felt that the class associations wanted a registered vote 
on each item as he felt not enough committee members are participating on 
the forum.  Henri Samuel requested that ideally when an email is sent to the 
committee advising of a proposed rule change it should include a hyperlink to 
the change on the forum and a hyperlink to the current class rules.  He also 
considered it beneficial to be able to see the whole package of a class’s rule 
changes in one document.  A spell-checker on the forum was requested.  It 
was noted that the revised ISAF website had been re-designed to assist 
archiving of non-current class rules. 
Jason Smithwick noted that MNA’s need to be informed of class rule changes. 
There was a view that class rules changes should only be taking effect on a 
couple of fixed dates each year.  It was agreed to incorporate guidelines for 
the publishing of rule changes into the document.     

  

7. CLASS RULES OF NEW CLASSES APPPLYING FOR ISAF STATUS 

A recommendation on whether the class rules would be acceptable to ISAF was 
made to the Equipment Committee as follows: 

(a) RS Tera 

It was noted that the class rules are in the standard ISAF format.  Fred Kats 
raised concern at class rule B.1.2 and the comparison process of five boats 
used to establish whether a manufacturer’s class boat without published 
dimensions was more than 10% outside the range.  He also questioned rule 
A.3.1 as to whether upon granting ISAF recognised status that the 
international authority should become ISAF. He also proposed that C.6.1 
regarding no significant performance advantage is permitted from 
replacements additions or repairs be deleted as too subjective. It was 
further noted that the class rules give no mention of the number of blocks 
permitted etc. and that a schedule of the deck gear etc. might be included 
as an appendix.    
Recommendation to Equipment Committee: The class rules are 
acceptable for adoption as an ISAF class. 
 

(b) Open Bic Sport 

Peter Durham, Open Bic Manager, presented the application. It was noted 
that the class rules are in the standard ISAF format and that a detailed 
manufacturing specification had been supplied to ISAF Secretariat. 
Fred Kats raised concern at Class rule B.1.1 and the comparison process 
used to determine whether a manufacturer’s class boat without published 
dimensions was class legal or not.  The age divisions were also questioned 
for further review.  Following concern from IODA it was understood that Bic 
had undertaken to refrain from advertising Optimist trademark equipment in 
connection with the Open Bic.   
Recommendation to Equipment Committee: The class rules are 
acceptable for adoption as an ISAF class and the Committee and ISAF 
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Secretariat will further develop the class rules with the class.  

(c) SKUD 18 

John Koopman had attended the IFDS Worlds in September and 
commented that the manufacturing quality control needed improving in 
particular the trimming of the hull to deck flange at the transom.  Dina 
Kowalyshyn reported on the class rules which are in the ISAF standard 
class rules format.  A working party of Bill Abbott, Dina Kowalyshyn and 
Georg Tallberg was formed. 
Recommendation to Equipment Committee: The class rules are in a 
satisfactory format however a working party will discuss issues such as 
disabled trapezing before the Equipment Committee meeting and will make 
a recommendation based on their findings. 
 

(d) Ultimate 20  

It was noted that the class rules have been re-drafted into the standard 
ISAF format.  There was concern that rule C.2.2 regarding family members 
and the maximum crew weight was not appropriate for an ISAF Class.  It 
was also considered that rule C.11 regarding hiking needed refining.  Bill 
Abbott and Henri Samuel were asked to review these issues.  
Recommendation to Equipment Committee: The class rules are in a 
satisfactory format however a working party will discuss class rules such as 
crew conditions for racing before the Equipment Committee meeting and 
will make a recommendation based on their findings. 

(e) Laser SB3 

It was noted that the class rules have been re-drafted in the standard ISAF 
format.  The issue of the administration of penalties for infringing the 
maximum crew weight rule was questioned in relation to the Racing Rules.   
Henri Samuel noted that this manufacturers class also used a variation of 
the hull sampling rules questioned earlier. 
Recommendation to Equipment Committee: The class rules are in an 
acceptable format for adoption as an ISAF class. 

(f) Club Swan 42 

It was noted that the current class rules are not in the standard ISAF format. 
A draft in the ISAF format had been recently sent to the class but had not 
yet been adopted. 
Recommendation to Equipment Committee: The class rules are not 
currently in a satisfactory format.  A draft in the satisfactory format is 
awaiting adoption by the class.  

(g) GP 42 

Recommendation to Equipment Committee: The class rules are not 
currently in the standard class rules format and were not considered further 
as the submission was not considered to fulfil the criteria for ISAF status.  
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(h) TP 52 

Class Manager Rob Weiland explained the background of the class rules 
which are a mix of IMS and a box rule. The new rules include a fixed boat 
weight and vertical centre of gravity.  At the recent meeting of the class 
owners there was a unanimous vote to introduce a new keel and sail plan in 
the next couple of years and it was proposed that this might be a time to re-
format the class rules into the ISAF standard.  A working party of Gunter 
Ahlers, Paddy Boyd and Jason Smithwick was appointed to review the 
current rules. 
On a proposal by Fred Kats the class rules were approved. 
Recommendation to Equipment Committee: Accept in principle subject 
to a working party discussing the class rules before the Equipment 
Committee meeting and making a recommendation based on their findings 
then.  The committee requested the class rules were rewritten into the 
standard class rules format at the next available redraft.  

8. STRATEGIC PLAN 

(a) Committee Terms of Reference, Skill Sets, Work Plan – 2008-2012  

(i) It was noted that the proposed Committee Terms of Reference and 
Skill Sets for the Class Rules Committee would be submitted to the 
Executive Committee for the term of office November 2008 - 
November 2012.  Event organisers and development class expertise 
was highlighted. 

It was also noted that a four year work plan for the Class Rules Sub-
Committee for the period November 2008 – November 2012 should be 
recommended to the Executive Committee by 31 March 2008. 

9. CLASS RULES CHANGES  

(a) Yngling Class 

(i) Chain Plates  

Peter Hinrichsen introduced the issue of a boat whose chainplates could 
be adjusted longitudinally within the dimensions permitted in the class 
rules.  The Class Association want the chainplates to be fixed.  Jan 
Dejmo considered that the correct interpretation in closed class rules is 
that it is inherent that the chain plates cannot be moved unless 
specifically stated. 
Decision: On a proposal by Jan Dejmo, seconded by Bill Abbott and a 
vote of all in favour and one against, the interpretation was approved that 
chainplates cannot be adjusted.    
  

(ii) Spinnaker Cloth Weight 

Bill Abbott noted that the current class rules specify a weight of the body 
of the sail of 38g/m

2  
with a declaration

 
certified on the sail by the 

sailmaker.  The difficulties of non-destructive testing of spinnakers were 
noted. Michael Grandfield explained the experience of the Tornado Class 
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which use an approved list of sail material, supported by a policy on 
additions to the list. 
Decision: On a proposal by Michael Grandfield seconded by Olivier 
Bovyn the proposal to delete the current rule and insert an initial list of 
permitted sailcloth types was approved.  

(b) Melges 24 Class 

A proposal to amend Class Rule G.3.1.7 regarding the weight of the mainsail 
was considered.  On a proposal by Gunter Ahlers it was proposed to add to 
clause a) “in dry condition”, delete (b), in (c) specify that fittings and 
reinforcement shall be of normal size and delete (d). 

 

There being no further matters the meeting concluded at 1800 

 


